
ARE WINGED PROPHETS

-Things Which May Be Learned rrom the

flight of Birds.

A Dlaisction Between Superstitom
and observation - Some Birds

% hich Winter in the North.

Frer the New York E,*e.ltg Post.
Birds have been favorite subjects for the

amateur weather prophet. s!nce prehistoric
times, but some of the predictions based
opin them are as foolish as were the
oracles derived from the entrais or feeding
of the sacred chickens in the Roman College
of Augurs. For example, it was held that
the whiteness of a goose's breastbone Indi-
cated the amount snow to be expected;
that if a goose walked east but flew west,
or stood on one leg. cold weather would
follow; or ha' partridges did not drum in
the fall preceding a bad winter. In the
south old farmers used to have a saying
that when the ivory-billed woodpecker, be-
ginning at the base of a tree and working
gradually to the top, removed all the bark,
one must be prepared for a hard winter
with deep snow. The iogic of this has
never, to my knowledge, been explained.
and I fear it never will be. for the splendid
Ivory-bill is now almost extinct.
We can well afford to smile at these

quaint conceits, but tnere are sayings pop-
ular among sportsmen and farmers, which
are baselupn nrore roaab' observa-
tion of the migratory habits of birds. They
will tell you that when the waterf.,wl ar-
rive from the north at a, uiusuaily early
date and with a rush, and when the wild
geese and other noticeable migrants pass
us. southward' bound, in high straightflight, as If eager to get on. c.2ld weather
may be expected to follow, and probablythe winter will be exceptionally "hard."
This idea Is based upon the theory that
they have been forced by unusually early
and severe weather to leave their summer
home in the far north ahead of the proper
time, and migrate In haste; and, as it is
known that our winters proceed from the
north, the deduction is fair that by and by
we shall get our full share of the excessiverigor.
It was a message of this nature that led

me to think last winter was to be more
than usually snowy, for I learned, as early
as the middle of November, 18W. that snow-
buntings (well named snowflakes in com-
mn speech) and Lapland long-spurs had
been observed on the south shore of Long10and and elsewhere near New York, whereseveral winters may pass in succession
without their being seen at all. This meant,to my mind, that although up to that timewe were having one of the most beautifulof autumns, the tretlc regions were alreadyin the grasp of extraordinary cold. and the
great plains about Hudson bay and in thenorthwestern Interior (if British America
were deeply buried in early snows. It was
especially Interesting. therefore, to bear,soon afterward, that the bad season on theYukon had begun surprisingly early.
The effect of this condition of things me-teorological In the north would naturallybe to hasten the departure of the migratorybirds who resort in summer to those distantOaests to breed. and in addition to this Itwould force farther south than usual thoseother birds which do not seem to fear coldgreatly. but are ob!lged to retreat south ofthe area of deep snow In order to find food.Certain hardy land birds are able to main-tain themselves all winter in an arctic cli-mate. One such Is the crow. which (al-though by no means confined to that In-clement region). Is to be found In winterin most of the northerly parts of the con-timent. where it haunts the coast to secureanything that may be cast up by the sea.and lingers about the settlements of theEskimos and the posts of the fur traders toseize upon garbage and scraps that may bethrown out. or searches with keen sagacityfor the hunters' traps in order to steal thebait or rob them of their spoil. It accom-panies with gruesome zeal the wanderingbands of musk oxen and caribou, eager toseize upon the weaklings that fall andfreeze. or becomes a camp follower ofwolves, martens and other fierce bandits ofthe dark and snowy wihle-ness. ho.ping im-partially either to share in their bloodyquarry. or to pick the bones of any allythat dies ,f hunger or ouarreling. or maybe shot for its pelt or killed in some fatalcharge upon buffalo or deer Suc.h carrion.eked out with spruce buds, birch and wil-low twrs, berries. etc. gves the crow aprecarIous hold ion life until spring releasesa more ample larder. His sable form andshadow are as ominous to the half-starvingexiles of that drealful region as is the vul-ture to- the nomads of the desert.The crow does not turn white in wintereven on the shore of the Arctic sea, as doother birds that remain there or near thereand there is no reason why he should,since, so long as he Is in health, he is in nodanger from any other foe nor in need ofany disguise to enable him to steal uponhis prey.
The great snowy owl, on the contrary.which also is an arct!c winterer, profits bybeing white, since he is not a scavengerbut must subsist for the most part on whathe can capture among creatures always onthe lookout for him. When famine andcold have sent into their hibernacula allthe small mammaos he would dare to at-tacb, when fishes are sealed from his graspby ice, and most of 'he birds have gonesouth, he Is compelled in high latitudes todepend almost whtly upon the arcticsnow grouse or ptarmigans. which theyhunt in the willow glades that border thewater courses or seek along the edges ofthe spruce woods. Ptarmigans, too, aresnow white In winter. except that theshort tail Is black and betrays them to theowl, whose deadly pounce, by day as wellas by night, Is of-en avoided only by the

grouse living into !he snow and scrambling
away beneath it. This maneuver fre-quently foils the ow!. but is not so ef-fective against foxes. who will either fol-low 'he fugitive or. calculating nic,!:v whenthe bird will burst out. wait to se:ze: it asIt emerges from the drift.Now. the snowflake is one of this smalland desperate company, but it has notquite the endurance nor the fati-gttigahility if Pts 'argr felliws. The now-flakes are finchus, and at all sorts of see.land fruits, with such small ground-keep-Ing insects as fall to their lot in summer.Like the longsprus. which are their cous-ins. but less white. they wander in flocks
over the tundras and shore plains, alwayspreferritng the coast to the interIor. Fromsuch places the ie,. frightful winds anddeepening sno~ws of November graduallydrive them away. hu+ they go no fartherthan they are compelled to go. andi some-times are uncommon In midwinter, evenat Lake Superior. whIle It Is only at rareintervats that they appear In any consid-
erable numbers In the central U'nited States.This may mean, to be sure, that the cropof seeds in the north Is small: but all kIndsof seeds are not apt to fail the same year.so that the better explanatitin Is that atsuch times an extratrilhnary snowfall hasburied their larders along the Saskatche-wran, in Keeway din or Laibraditr, and greedthsem to flee beyondl the storm's llmt.Knowing these facts, It Is a faIr predie-tion when we see northern birds throngingfar beyond their ordinary southern range.and at a surprIs~ngly early date. that theUnited States will feet the chill Influencefrom beyond Its borders. anii that we shallhave a snowy and probably cold winter.
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COMUTESSE DE CASTIGLIONE.

Death .t a pasmo.s Parisla. Bleawty
of the Second Eampire.

Fre. the L'uedoa News.
MWme. Lebreton-Bourbaki's death has

been Immediately followed by that of the
Countess Castiglione. Our Paris corre-!spiondent tele.graphs: The two ladles repre-
sented two opposite poles of the empire
--the one fidelity to the empress, the other
unlimited power over the emperor. As de-ceased was a patriotic ttalian, she exer-
cised that power exclusIvely for ItalIan
alms and objects. She was the daughter of
an Italian displomatist. married a Pipgmoontese nibleman, an ald-de-camp of yic-tor Emmanuel. and, It was said. was sentto Parns by Cavour on a missIon. I thinki n~ever saw a womnan so strikIngly and un-questlonably beautxl and fine lookingSeeing her In the salons where she apepeared. 1 used to think of Helen. She wasso Infinitely above some of the handsom-eat women of her time that from thIs su-periority she seemed a solitary being,tho~ugh wIth a court around her. Herrivals, save one, forgot to be jealous andstoodi in dumfounded admiration as shepas.sed along. She had an air of the high-est tbreeding, of the best blood, and finest
race. Orne might, wIth no great stretch ofimaginaution. have seen in her the tncarn~a-tiimt hatrmonized sad tip to date, of all the
l.> .e ideas of antinuity and of Italy in thesix een:h century What was very wonder-ful was the imp. sslon shr gave of sin-
l -ne'ss though not of inn-ce-e T..

Operi Evening Till Christmas. Samuel Friei
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me Is short to be prepared for the holidays.

Ladies' Silk Waists, $6.98.
Ladies' Taffeta Silk Waists, with fancy cord-ed yokes-dress sleeves, with flare cuffs fitted

value a 6.d adjustable corded collars. $12

Ladies' Skirts, $4.98.
Man-tailored Skirts of Navy and Black Broad-

cloth. Mado in the new "Tunic" effect-full
width and prfect hanging. An extremely styl-fsh skirt $8value, for $4.98.
Ladies' Underskirts, $1.50.

to Ilack and Fancy Stie, tull width and
mate with umbrella and double rufles. Reg-ular $2 value, for $1.50.

;fearing Out Ladies'
tnd 'Gentlemen'sWatches and Chains.
$25 Men's Gold-filled
Watches, $1I.98.
Three aizeq, stem winder and setter. Amer-

can. Eigln oe Waltham movement. Every
watch sold will he regulated and guarauteed.The case Is warranted for 15 ye.ars. This
watch cannot be duplicated for less than $25.
Only a few of this special lot. and they'll gotot SI W.

Men's Watch Chains, $2.98.
Heavy Gold-filled Watch Chains for men;bessy links' medilum, nest or bmail size, sin-

gle or double style.. Every chain has a ten.
iear guarantee. and wouidsell nder any otherdirt itufts for $10. our price is $2.UJS
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and guaranteed make. Many handsome cases
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this spocisi wa~teh Is $22.540. WeO will guiar-'.itee It, writInga1l we say regarding iswaotch, nd sellI them fur the ,rl-iioui-us price
of $3.08.

Lorgnette Chains, 59c.
Very t[tr-tty, anid a large aoeortttnett of tt.t-.

ful a4 slI as oroan r tal holiday gifts;nsorth $1.23, for 5ic.

Ladics' Dressing Sacques, 35c.
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i-nebat h ne-k with ribbon. Size 32 to 44.Worth 75e.. fur 35c.

69c. for a weIl 39c e aorS pair I;f 750. 39c g116. pair of
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one in a box. era. One In a box.
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A few'tips what to buy and give.

Ladies' Fancy Hose,
12%9C., 25C., SOc., 75c.

Perfumes, all odors, 49c. bot.

Ladies' Fancy Neckwear,
25c., Soc., 75c., $i, $1.50 and up.
Ladies' Handkerchiefs, plain,
embroidery and initial, 5c. up.
Fine Fans, 25c., 49c., 59c.,
69c., 85c., $i.
Fancy Collars, with bows
Ice Wool Shawls,
25c., 49c., 75c., $1, $1-5.o
Handsome Music Rolls,
50c., 69c., $1.25, $1.50.
Collar and Cuff Boxes,
75c., $1, $1.50, $2 and $3.
Fine Leather Traveling Cases,
75c., $1, $1.50, $2, $2.50,
$3, $5, $7, $7.50.

Silk Garters with fancy and
sterling silver buckles, come in
glass boxes, 25c., 50C., 75c., $1,
$1.50, $2 and up.

Kid Gloves, in boxes,
65c., $1, $1.25, $1-50-
Every pair guaranteed and fitted to the hand.

Fancy Glove Boxes, 25c. and up.

Art Department.
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Battenberg BraitI. 25c.,i;-yard piece,. worth 39k-.. for 25c.

Battenberg Rings, 3c. a dozen.
All sizes. and worth 5e., for 3c.

Spool of Battenberg Linen Thread, 2c.
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Tomorrow will be a brisk sell

going to sell clothing at prices so I
to underprice our figures. We st

Men's Suits and Overcoats, $7.50.
One of the best values of the year. They're

all wool. Suits are made of Scotch goods. Cas-
almeres, Worsted and Cheviots. In dark and
light shades. The Overcoats are a beautiful
Tan sbade and also Herringbone stripes. Half
French faced and lined with the best Farmer's
Satin Lining. Every one of these garments we
absolutely guarantee. Regular price, $12.50.Clearing price. $7.50.

$7.50 Men's Suits, $4.98.
Here's a stunning big bargain for the men.This clearing sale has no respect for quality oprices. Wer

isg
t three hundredHensAIIu.,o Sutsguaranteed fast color.French faced and Satin Sold everywherefor $7.50. Clearing pricPe 4.96.

$3 and $3.50 Men's Pants, $x.98.
Two hundred pairs of Men's Worsted Pants.In dark and light shades, nest wide stripes andchecks, well mad and sewed with theheC t ofsilk. Itegular $3 and $3.50 value. Clearingpri'e, 1 W'.

$2 Men's Pants, $i.
dade of excellent materials, In hair-linestripes and Pfaid effects; taped seems. rivetedbuttons and guaranteed for wear. Regularvalue, $2. For $1.

$2.50. Men's Hats, $1-50.
Men's liats. in Derbya and Fedoras. In althe latest bl~cks-_Y(un Knox. Duniap andStetson ohapes: .rk. bon, pearl and tan; $2and $2.54o aue Clearing price,, $1.0

Children's Outing Flannel
Waists, gc.
Ages 4 to 14 years. Regular value, 25c.Clcaring price. 9c.

Boys' Suits, $1.75.
An elemant line of Boys* Suits. Ages 8 t 15years. in checks and stripes. dark and lightshades. Sold up to $3. Clearing price. $1.76.

$5.50 Boys' Suits, $3.50.
Agea 8 to 16 reams In fine easaImeres andworste checks, paida and neat stripes. LiAnedi beat Farmer satin lining; sewed with the$3.st of silk. Sold up to $5.W0. Clearing price.$3.50.

35c. StanU $3.48 nt
Shirts. Worth c.;* Leather Drs Suit3 for $1. Cases. Worth $
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$2 Boys' Suits. $r. awtoners.
About ifty Suits left; ages 7 to 14 years; in 9& for Isotldark brown mixtures. A good Suit for wear. *

B,6501W value. $2. Clearing pric .$T at redam.worth $l1.0Children's Vestie Suits, $1.98. 69C o Rhine-
A handsome line of ChIldren's vestle Suits.

j a"

in blue cheviot and Scotch mixtures. Regular$2 an-i $3.50 value. Clearing price. $1.98. 59C for $iA
*M a ads~nost Piro.Children's Top Coats, $2.48.

Children's Top Costs. ages 4 to 1a years. In 30C.brown and gray Irish frieze; well made and e&Ilined. A regular $4 and $4.50 value. Clea, W th .Ing price, $2.48.

Children's Top Coats, $3.48.
t I

In the genuine covert cloth. with cloth orvalvet collars. light tan or dark abades. egu..lar $5 and $5.50 value. Clearing price, 51.4. With 1. 2 or a abasm
Children's Reefers, Worth $2.25, wrto
for $148. 41.Woric.
Our celebrated $225 ChIldren's BIOe Chin. validchinla Reefer. v Ith sailor collar and widebraid, ages 3 to 8 year; plaId worste ni. Ring.

Regular value. $2.2. Claring prie, $1.4&g$2.49 to Rand
$3 Children's Reefers, $1.98. o~ van

Made of Astrakhan, in blue, brown and dark Wor hair drew.
green shades; large ailor collar; sixs a to 8
Years. A $3 value. Clearing price. $1.98. 49c tor ahI.

$4.50 and $5 Children's Reefers, B Worth

$2.98.
Excellent quality astrakhan. in blue, brown, W9rth1na

black. ollve and turquoise shades; sailor collar,iulaid with kersey cloth and braided cuft; 25c- for Beautifulfancy pearl nuttons. Regular price. $4.50 and iearl-bandfrfi$5. Clearing price. $2.98. Pens. Worth 73c.

Boys' Knee Pants, 19c. 65C. o
Good wearing cloths; these Pasts are inade ster silver t.,of tan, brown. checks and serviealble shades. ellaile, OwbRegular price. Wec. Cleariug price. inc. and Galls. Worth

75c. Boys' Knee Pants, 50c.
Corduroy Knee Pants; ages 4 to 16 years. cgRegular 75c. value. Clearing price 5W.5 r lin.
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